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OURS is indeed a heavy death
roll this month. Made up it will be
seen chiefly with the names of
quite young children; all of whom,
with one exception, fell victims to
the measles and whooping cough
epidemic in Pott Row.

 THE DAY SCHOOLS have
lately been closed for more than a
week by order of the M.O.H.,
owing to an outbreak of scarlet
fever. Only one household has
been attacked, up to the present,
and now the trouble appears to be
fast dying out. The reprehensible
conduct of a young West-Acre
woman, who had been procured by
the Vicar as a help to the overtaxed
mother of eight invalids, was
calculated to spread the epidemic
far afield. We presume that the
M.O.H. has taken steps to punish
this wilful and wicked breach of
the law. Much sympathy should go
out, and we hope has gone out, to
the father and the plucky mother of
these little patients. Thanks to their
splendid constitutions, the whole
family are now rapidly recovering
health and spirits.

Most unfortunately the epidemic
has done mischief in another
direction. The Burtons were
within   sight   of   extra   rewards

This is the second occasion (vide
the June magazine) on which we
have had cause to mention the
Regulations laid down by the
County Committee concerning
attendance. We hope the combined
wisdom of that august Body of
Educational Adepts will find some
way of altering a Rule, which they
cannot but recognise as most
discouraging.
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One cannot but think that so
many losses from these common
and well known diseases are
greater than they should have been.
Were proper precautions taken to
avoid the diseases spreading? Was
the necessary and proper care
taken in all cases? God forbid that
it should be hinted that there has

THE CRICKET CLUB has met
with varying fortune since last its
doings were here recorded.
Further particulars are postponed,
as the scoring books are not at
present available for reference,
the scorer having taken them to
Snettisham. Whether this be in the
hope that sea breezes will some-
how impart greater vigour to their
future records, who can say?
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for unbroken attendance, but they
have been forbidden to attend the
Schools. Thus, away go all hopes
of obtaining silver watches from
the County Committee. A little
bird has however sung so
encouraging a song into our ear,
that we strongly advise these
indefatigable Schoolgoers to
maintain their excellent record, so
soon as they are permitted to
return to their lessons.

� 	 � � 
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THINGS OLD. - Extract from
Massingham Parva. – “In 1824 the
villages of Norfolk were not the
quiet orderly places they are now.
In Great Massingham in that year
there were cases of burglary,
issuing of base coin, sheep, pig,
corn and fowl stealing, besides
poaching and other offences. The
house of one of the labourers was
searched, and in it were found
base coin, silver and gold, corn
and other articles, the apparatus
for house-breaking - vice, files,
dark lantern, and fifty picklock
keys, which would open almost
all the doors in both parishes. It
was customary for most of the
labourers to spend their nights
gaming at this house. During the
same time three persons were
transported away from Great
Massingham, and many others
imprisoned”.

THE County Council are holding
a course of 10 butter-making
Lectures in the Parish Room. It
was felt that a distinct im-
provement  in  the  local  butter
followed similar lectures held
fifteen years ago, and it is hoped
that many will avail themselves of
this year’s course.

many years assistant teacher in
the School. There was a large
assemblage of spectators, who
unanimously pronounced it to be
one of the prettiest weddings they
had ever witnessed.

� � �� � � �� �
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THINGS OLD. - A family
connected with Little Massingham
was that of the Le Stranges of
Hunstanton. They held lands in
Congham and Little Massingham
from a very early date. John Le
Strange, who died in 1517, left
directions in his will that if he died
within five miles of Little
Massingham, he should be buried
in the church, in the chapel of our
Lady; and that in any case a tomb
should be erected in that chapel to
his memory. This was done by
William Mordaunt. The stone
tomb, bereft of all its brasses, and
removed from its Original
position, now stands in the tower.
Until quite recently it was
customary for the parish clerk,
when chiming the three bells, to
grasp one rope with each hand, and
to place his foot in a loop in the
third rope, while he stood with his
other leg upon the convenient
platform which the old Le Strange
tomb afforded him.

� 	 � � 
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IT was a great source of regret to
all of us that our flag could not be
hoisted on Nov. 9th, when the
King passed through the village,
but though every effort was made,
it was found impossible from the
rotten state of the wire cord. It
would have been fitting too to have
greeted His Majesty with a peal on
the bells. The bells were, however,
rung in the King’s honour in the
evening.
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THE Rector has been advised to
take a sea voyage in order to help
him to recover from the effects of
his recent attack of influenza.
Consequently he started on
Wednesday the 24th on H.M.S.
Swiftsure for a cruise in the
Mediterranean. He hopes to be
home on Easter Day.

THE good news of His Majesty’s
gracious intention to present an
organ to our church, was not public
when the Parish Magazine for
March went to press, and was
therefore omitted. Since then it has
become generally known, and our
readers will have seen notice of it
in their newspapers. However, we
wish to record it here, as an
expression of deep and lasting
gratitude to His Majesty. It is our
earnest hope that the new organ
will be to the greater glory of
Almighty God, in adding beauty to
our church, dignity to our worship,
and numbers to our congregation.
We hope that the organ will be in
its place by Easter Day.

THE MOTHERS UNION
foregathered on March 12th, when
the vicar addressed 17 members
on Woman’s Home Work. He
selected the story of a London  lad
who   told   his   Bishop   what   his
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The High House Reading Room
paid Westacre Reading Room a
visit on Tuesday night, 16th
March, to compete at games. The
result was in favour of Westacre
both in dominoes and bagatelle.

� � 
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father and he earned to keep the
family going, what work they did
and how mother lighted the fire in
the morning to get their breakfasts
ready, then looked after “the kids”
and sent them to School, how she
tidied up and got ready dinner and
supper, and so forth. The Bishop
enquired what wages this lad and
his father earned, and what the
mother earned also toward the
up-keeping of the house. To which
the lad replied - “Father gets so
much, and I get so much, but
mother gets no wages at all because
she does no work.” The moral is
this. The best work a woman can do
is HOME WORK, although
perhaps it makes no show in the
world outside. After all it’s
Woman’s Home influence that
tells. The Suffragists may have
something to say for themselves, it
is a poor cause indeed that has
nothing. The tendency, however, of
the Suffragists’ agitation is to make
women discontented with home
influences, and with woman’s work
pure and simple, and to lead them
to intrude upon the work which
God intended for man to do, as
quite apart from the work of his
co-partner. Do not let the woman
go beyond her apron strings.
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Narborough Aerodrome 1918 drawn by Timothy O’Brien 1994

(Narborough Research Group)

40 Service Personnel were killed or died whilst at Narborough and
Marham between 1916-1918. Nearly all were as a result of
accidents whilst undergoing flight training.

Creator of Biggles - W. E. Johns was a flying instructor at
Narborough in 1918. The Narborough Research Group book, ‘The
Great Government Aerodrome’, notes his concerns at the time
that spies could have been responsible for some of the ‘plane
accidents’.

(Narborough Research Group)
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difficulty in procuring the stone
of which it is to be made. Our best
thanks are due to those who so
kindly went round collecting
money for it. There are still some
houses to be visited and so far a
very satisfactory response has
been made to the appeal.

The War Memorial at
Sandringham was unveiled and
dedicated by H.M. The King on
Sunday afternoon 17th October.
Hundreds of people attended from
all the villages round. The
Memorial is to the memory of the
men on the Sandringham Estate
who fell in the war. On it are
chiselled the names of the fallen,
seventy-seven in number, in
alphabetical order, including
twenty-one from the parish of
Flitcham. The Memorial, which is
a very beautiful Cross, stands
close to the public entrance to
Sandringham  Park.

� � � � � � � �
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The year 1920 has been one of
trouble and unrest, what is 1921
to be? We hope it will bring to us
a state of stability and rest. At
present all seems dark and
uncertain with trade unstable,
lack of employment, high prices,
&c., increasing rates and heavy
taxation, the immediate future
seems gloomy. We are told this
has always been the case after a
great war, and it takes some time
before the Country can get back to
settled conditions, let us not be
despondent but hopefully look
forward to the New Year bringing
a more settled and restful state in
our country. But do not let us
forget that if this desired result is

� � 
 ��� � �� �
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Following a special collection,

£2/5/1 was sent to the Colchester
Idiot Asylumn.

The Service of Dedication of the
Oak Panelling in the Chancel in
Memory of the late Rector was
held at 6 o’clock on Monday, 19th
July. The Church was filled for
the occasion. Boy Scouts and Girl
Guides lined the path by which
the Clergy entered.

� � � � � � �� � 
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Mrs. Digby left in her will to the
Rector and Churchwardens for the
time being £100 to be invested,
the annual income to be applied
towards the expenses of keeping
the paths in the Churchyard and
the grass cut and generally
towards keeping the Churchyard
in good order and condition. A
cheque for £100 has already been
received which will be suitably
invested in order to carry out her
wishes in a matter which, as
everyone knows, was very dear to
her heart. Her kind act will be
appreciated by all.

� � 	 � � �	 � � � � � �



����
����������	�
���


99

APOLOGIA.
The Printers very much regret
being late in publishing the
current number of the Parish
Magazine. This is due to an
unfortunate accident that oc-
curred at the works at the time
the Magazine was going to
press. A very big beam that
supported the roof collapsed
bringing down with it a large
portion of the ceiling, which
caused general disorder, and
meant holding up a great
amount of work for several
days. The machine on which
the Magazine is printed being
quite close to the disaster was
unable to be worked until all
the repairs were finished and
everything cleared up.

A Parish Gift. – The sons and
daughters of the late Mrs. Howse
have kindly presented our Parish
with a bath chair, for which we
offer grateful thanks. We shall
miss our friends from Swiss
Cottage, who have gone to live in
Gayton.

� 
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The scheme to provide a
District Nurse is slowly maturing.
The annual cost will be a heavy
one, but several subscriptions
have  come  in.  A  nurse  is  not  yet

� � � � � � �� � 
 
 � � � � � �

available, but it is expected that
one will be appointed before the
winter is over. Then we hope
there will be many members
contributing 1d. a week or more.

The sum of £13/5/2 was paid
into the Penny Club last year, the
interest was £3/6/6 making a total
of £16/11/8, which was paid out
at the beginning of January.
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The unhappy dilemma in which
the farmers and labourers are
involved, owing to fickle
politicians who deceived their
victims with rosy promises of
future prosperity which they have
deliberately falsified; coupled
with two bad seasons, has landed
the agricultural industry in a sorry
plight. Masters and men are at
loggerheads over a question of
wages and hours. Nothing has
been settled as we go to press. But
by the time this is in your hands it
is hoped that an agreement will
have been reached. It is always
darkest before the dawn.

� � 
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The Flitcham and Hillinton
Women’s Institute met at the
“ffolkes Arms” Barn on 10th of
May and heard an interesting
lecture on Egypt.
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THINGS OLD. - THE BLACK
DEATH 1348-49. It is thought
that the general loss in our
neighbourhood may well have
been half the population. The
results of the pestilence were
immeasurably great. There were
countless widows and orphans.
There were men who lost all their
relatives.   Entire   families   were

� 	 � � 
 � � � blotted out. Crops were left to rot.
Cattle were left to starve. The
Church was seriously crippled, and
education suffered in all its stages.
Yet the pestilence became the
channel of blessing. It produced a
state of society which hastened the
departure of the Feudal Ages, and
heralded the coming of a new and
better social order.
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GIRLS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY

It was the day of celebration of
the Jubilee of that great society
which for 50 years has carried on
a splendid work both for the
temporal and spiritual benefit of
our girls and in these days when
the allurements and attractions of
the world are so numerous and
enticing, it is a matter for deep
thankfulness that in the G.F.S. we
have a Society which puts the
spiritual welfare of its members
in the first place. As regards our
own parish, 7 members of our
branch accompanied by their
Associate, Miss Howse and the
Rector, attended the great gathering
of nearly 3000 at Norwich.

The journey to Norwich was
made by means of a Motor
Char-a-banc; and a most en-
joyable ride it was. Upon our
arrival, a celebration of Holy
Communion was held in the
Church of St. Peter Mancroft,
succeeded after lunch by a
procession through the streets of
the city to the Market Place,
where an address of welcome was
given by the Lord Mayor, at the
conclusion of which a move was
made for the Cathedral, where a
thanksgiving service was held.
The noble building was packed.

� 
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G.F.S. JUBILEE DAY AT
NORWICH. - There were 174
members present from the Lynn
branch 157 going by motor bus,
some starting as early as 8 a.m.
from King’s Lynn and arriving at
Norwich at 11.15.

� �
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A lovely day made an open air
lunch in the Castle Grounds very
pleasant, and showed to the full
advantage the long, procession of
between 2,000 and 3,000 through
the streets of Norwich, with the
many gay banners of the Branches.

THE EGGS. 280 eggs were
collected from Wolferton and
sent through to the Lynn Hospital.
Parishioners from Babingley
contributed 150 eggs for the
Hospital.

� � � � � 	 � � � ��
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The excessive motor traffic
passing close by Castle Rising
Church on Sunday evenings
during the summer months,
causes so much disturbance and
distraction, that it has been found
advisable to transfer the 6.30 p.m,
service to the comparative peace
and quiet at Roydon, where it is
much appreciated.
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Wednesday, 13th May, will be a
day long to be remembered by all
the members of the G.F.S. in our
Diocese.
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that he and his forbears have been
at Gayton Thorpe for over 200
years. The first person of his name
entered in the Registers being
John Alcock, who died in 1711,
and is stated to have been “buried
in sheep’s wool only” according
to law.

A bit of Ancient Grimston, the
Old Bell Inn, has just
disappeared, raising clouds of
dust and greater clouds of
suspicion, for in the course of
their operations, the workmen
discovered some human remains.

� 	 � � 
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It is said that about twenty years
ago, other human remains were
discovered on the ground attached
to the Inn, and there are stories
that at an earlier date there were
similar discoveries in the grounds
connected with the Paddox and at
the Brewery.

It is not necessary to imagine
there has been foul play, though to
many people the connection with
an Inn seems at least suggestive.
Perhaps in some or all of the
instances that are mentioned, the
explanation will be provided by
the Black Death, when many of
the victims were hurriedly burned
without the rites of the Church,
and close to the place where they
died.

The Rural Dean on his visit to
the Church noticed the large
cracks in the Church Tower and
one of the pinnacles standing at a
dangerous angle. He advised that
it should be attended to as soon as
possible.

� � 
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In the notes on the Bell Inn in
the June Magazine there were
several errors and one of them
requires correction. A reference is
made that the victims of the Black
Death as being “hurriedly
burned”. This should have read
“hurriedly buried”.

� 	 � � 
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SCHOOL NEWS. - A meeting
of Managers was held on Friday,
5th July, at which the estimate, for
the cost of laying on water from
the Lynn Corporation was
presented, and it was agreed that
should this estimate be inclusive
of all cost, it should be accepted.
This of course was subject to
obtaining the consent of the Lynn
Water Works Committee to tap
their main.
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The work was given to J. J.
Bone and Son, Lynn, and we are
pleased to say is now completed.
The cost will be somewhere about
£35 or £40, and will be paid from
the money raised by fetes for the
Church Restoration Fund.

Photo of the Bell Inn on page 115
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